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RECENTLY CHOSEN by the OODC as
one of their three Offshore One-Designs,
the 28ft Thomas-designed Hunter Impala
satisfies the role of a cruising yacht func-
tional both at sea and in port and also a
fast racing boat competitive in open events
as well as IOR and One-Design racing.

The hull shape is not extreme. A soft entry
to reduce pitching, running aft into a wide
and flat underbody, provides good offwind
performance whilst the 9ft 2in beam and
more than 40 per cent ballast ratio makes the
boat quite stiff. The narrow fin keel and un-
protected transom-hung rudder blend well
with the boat’s racing design, although the
cruising orientated owner might not feel so
happy with them. All bulkheads, stiffeners
and structural parts of the internal furniture
are bonded in when the hull is still in the
mould so as to maintain uniformity of shape.

The Jths rig, as well as being competitive
and easily handled, is very economical in
terms of sails and deck gear. Strict class rules
limit the number of sails carried and cloth
weights of each. A simple tackle operated ad-
justable backstay controls mainsail shape,
and shrouds comprise two uppers and two
lowers on fixed, swept-back spreaders.

In the foredeck, a moulded locker can be
used for either sail or anchor stowage. The
decks and coachroof have a moulded sand
grain finish, the sidedecks being wide and
easily worked on. The cockpit is laid out
with an outboard well right aft with lockers

DATA
LOA 8.53m (281
LWL 701m  (23ft1in)

Beam 2.79m (9ft 2in)

Draught 1.67m (5ft6in)

Sailarea 34.09m? (367sqft)

Engine Qutboard

Designer David Thomas

Builder Hunter Boats Ltd,
Sutton Road, Rochford,
Essex

Prices Component boat £8,389

(inc VAT) Basic £10,987
Deluxe£13,748

on each side of it, contoured side benches
and a fairly deep well draining into the out-
board locker and then overboard.

The accommodation provides six berths,
two in the forecabin, two settee berths in the
saloon and a further two pilot berths above
those. There is full standing headroom aft,
and ample sitting headroom under the side-
decks. Considering her size, we felt that the
galley could have been larger, although extra
working space can be provided in port by
using the large folding chart table opposite. A
separate heads compartment is situated be-
tween the saloon and forecabin with a hang-
ing locker opposite. Stowage in general is
good, particularly since the sails need not be
brought into the main living area, stowing
instead under the cockpit where an inboard
motor would normally be.

Although not a new idea, the Impala’s
auxiliary unit is simple and effective. An out-
board motor is installed in a well aft, thereby
bringing the propeller forward into deeper
water (in the position an inboard’s propeller
would be) where it will be most efficient, and
by using a clever mechanism the outboard
can be lifted and the hole it protrudes

through plugged for no drag whilst under sail,

The OOD concept of the Hunter Impala
makes her an excellent all-rounder, and as a
result of a healthy One-Design fleet she will
not be obsolete in a couple of years' time,
making her resale value more or less assured.
The accommodaticn is not as comfortable as
other boats of her size but is nevertheless
functional and adequate. Available in various
stages of construction, the Hunter Impala
should appeal to many yachtsmen. GP

Below, from the lowered position (left) the outboard’s sliding
bracket is hauled up with an endless lanyard, tilted, and
lowered back down into the locker (right). The plug is then
wedged over the hole with the aid of an L-shaped locking bar
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Above, looking aft, the backrests fold up fo add width to the
pilot berths. The sail stowage bin is behind the companionway
steps. Below, the main saloon showing the galley and folding
chart table
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series for three-boat international
teams based on the Admirals Cup
and promoted by the Aga Khan at his
new Porto Cervo developrnent on the
Costa Smeralda, was an unqualitied

by crews about the absence of a
Cowes Week-like beer tent and lack
of public fransport, and disappoint-
ment that the courses produced al-
most only off-the-wind sailing. But
the twelve teams, some excellent sail-
ing, some fine boats and almost all
of the best-known offshore person-
alities from Australia, Europe and the
United States did produce an offshore; o
series which could become as import- -
‘ant as the Admiral's Cup and which
will almost certainly be more import-
ant than the Southern Cross series
(Australiay or even the Onion Patch

Support from the Aga Khanensured
the presence of teams from the
United States, West Germany and
Britain, and similar support is guaran-
teed for the next two Sardinia Cup
series, in 1980 and 1982, The other
_ participants this year raced for Austra-
lia, Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica,
France, Greece, ltaly, Monaco and

_ representing willdo no harm. .
limit _this year wouic haue

as many countries involved as poss—.‘

cessful than they had expected or
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_miral's Cup. With a short, inshore  restrict
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- seals for the following day, unlike the
Admiral's Cup, the end of which is

. _rendered c_om;)fete guesswork by the

Q-Fastnet beingtheclosingrace.
Where the Sardinia Cup could be

- Cervo develepment has been fmpased:. :
- so tastefully upon the beautiful and
- rugged landscape of the north-eastern
 coast of Sardinia suggests that a heer:’ "
 tent and pubhc 1ransport w:lt be no

. probtem atall. :
The questlon c:f the natmna i y
the teams is a much blgger one. My
~ own belief is that since the Sardini

‘be nationals of the country 1hey ar

percentage of the crew at least were

crews in mternat;enal ‘events might

sr_npraved it is maintained, is by pro-
. viding O?ymplc courses for the short
__inshore races, by perhaps includinga
further short race and maybe giving
 different loadmgs to the longer events; .
perhaps one and a hatf points for the
~ shorter offshore race instead of two

~ points, and two points for the long
~ offshore contest instead of three. -
~ There are those among the Admiral's
Cup estabisshmem who believe that
_the Royal Ocean Racing Club should
introduce a similar ‘loading’ for the
- Brlt:sh event o after the styie of _the

_a Scott Kaufman ﬁesugn Dida (Bruno_ -
:Gaﬁndnile}, whtch was to emerge

Cup is likely ultimately to develop into’
__essentially a contest involving Medi-
. terranean countries, a. requtrement for
. halfor threequarters
italy and not many of the yachts of o

any of the twelve nations were man-
ned by nationals of the countrles o

of the crew to

.northem' shore 75—-knot
. ecordecf before the siar___

. . A :
Wiif_hﬂaw (Saymore Sinnet) fitth and

done abaut the mvoivement of experts

s quite another mauer though it is

~ difficult to envisage how the use of
experts by skippers and owners could
. be controlled if it was thought neces-
~ sary. A nationalit / clause concerning -

kippers to the use of local
cperts, but there is then the dlf‘_-_-_-

. ficulty of the definition of ° ‘local’. Bet-
~ter surely {o leave the problem 1f ;t;---

s aproblem, to resolve itself.

—a tame. of course, when the Olym-

_'_p|c Games and The Amerrcas Cup
could: have an adverse affect on the
 number of teams taking part. And,
~incidentially, two events ‘which will

cream offalotof ‘heavies’

_The ltalians were represented by__:_
Dida and Yena, iwo identical Doug
~ Peterson two tonners built side by

side and using North sails, and Vanina,

khe total number .

.atrve ca!m they QXPel’Eenced 5‘)‘{(“@*_:
_gusts ln the straats on the homaward o

"1'5‘th on

 32-mile rac’:e' mm Dida third Yons
_ sixth and Vanina seventh, while West
 Germany earned second place with

their team of Rubin, Pinta and SIs--‘

isi c:hampagne The Americans were .
. third, The Hahans strengthened their
. grip on the new trophy in the third,
~ 400-mile race to the French coast
_and back — another fast, off-the-
wind exerc;se - and mough Acadla__'

Having won the Sardinia Cup in !
_convincing style in September,.m---_"
 creasing their lead over the Ameri-
. cans in every race. the Italians are
~ less llke}y to look for outmde help

when the series is next run in 1980

‘won the 150-mile first race from the
o Amerlcan Acadia (Bert Keenan), the
_runner-up to the

_ ded bloopers were 'dr%iy"knér'ginalw -
. tewer than the bmach_mgs__expenenc~
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